THE GOLDEN AGE
Civilisation may be said to have begun when early m< his wanderings and took up a settled mode of li can only have been possible when he had found a de food-supply from tilling the soil and no longer hunt in nomadic tribes over wide tracts of land. T lisation began with agriculture which assured man existence.
Where was the first land cultivated? In the valle great rivers—Nile, Tigris, Euphrates, Yang-tse? know that these were developed later than certain r table-lands in the Andes, East Africa and Iran. Hi was a natural growth of various grasses such as wild < which man was eventually to make bread. At first tl were harvested in their season, but later they were so^ areas where man had settled and the cultivation c began. With the spread of crops the settlements importance and soon the tribes, at the mercy of dr the mountains, moved down into the great valley they found an inexhaustible water-supply and the^ a hundredfold.